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Red Vest Man 

 

Composed by Steve Waterman 
 

8 :00 Minutes 

 
4 Trumpets 
1 Horn in F 
4 Trombones 

1 Tuba 
1 Percuss ion  

 
Percussion section require: Drum Kit 

Trumpet 4 and Trombone 1 parts require improvising skills. 
 
Alternative transposed parts for Eb Soprano Cornet, Eb Tenor Horn, Bb Trombone, Euphonium or Baritone in Treble Clef 

and Eb & Bb Bass in Treble Clef are automatically included in both hard copy and download formats. 

 
If you require additionally transposed parts, please drop me an email at info@superbrass.co.uk 

 



  

 
Red Vest Man 

Red Vest Man was composed as a dedication to cornet player Buddy Bolden, one of the very first 
jazz musicians who was reputed to always perform wearing a red vest. This piece is a New Orleans 
funeral march, something Bolden would have been called to do many times in his career. It starts 
with a slow mournful march, featuring various soloists and finishes with a joyful New Orleans 

“second line”. “Second line” parades are part of the cultural heritage of New Orleans. The "main line" 
or "first line" being the main section of the parade, while those that followed the band were called 

the "second line." The “second line's” style of traditional dance, in which participants walk and 
sometimes twirl a parasol or handkerchief in the air, is called "second lining." It has been called "the 
quintessential New Orleans art form – a jazz funeral without a body."  Another significant factor is 
that “second line” parades usually lacked the slow, solemn hymns traditionally played at funerals. 
Historically, the parades were unofficial events and had an air of menace about them. Local scholars 
believe that “second lining” has its origins in traditional West African circle dancing, where child 
dancers formed a circle outside the main circle of adult dancers. After the American Civil War, 
African and African-American traditions merged with the military brass band parade traditions of 

Europe. Insurance companies often refused to cover the recently freed African Americans, so they 
formed themselves into Benevolent Societies and "Social Aid & Pleasure Clubs". Membership benefits 
usually included a brass band for funerals and at least one public parade with music a year. They 
were officially banned for a time because they were deemed threatening to the white inhabitants of 

the city. 
 

Steve Waterman 
Steve began his career while studying at Trinity College Of Music, and since then has worked 

regularly on the British and International jazz scene. He has recorded 7 critically acclaimed CDs 
under his own name featuring many original compositions and arrangements. 

Steve has co -written with John O’Neil a highly acclaimed Jazz Trumpet tutor book “THE JAZZ 
METHOD FOR TRUMPET” published by Schott & Co. 

He is also professor of Jazz Trumpet at Trinity College of Music in London, visiting Jazz Trumpet 
specialist at The Royal Northern College Of Music and The Purcell School. Steve also teaches on 
many summer jazz courses and has conducted numerous Trumpet master classes and workshops 

ranging in size from small groups to big bands throughout the UK, Spain, Finland, Latvia, Germany, 
Peru, U.S.A, Russia, South Africa and Cuba. 

 

Superbrass Music 
Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 
Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 
info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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